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 The APIA Health Department hosted an 
Elder Caregiver Mini Health Summit in Unalaska 
at the Grand Aleutian Hotel, June 11-13th, 2013.  
The Health Summit addressed 
the critical training needs for 
providers, agencies, 
community and family 
members who are involved 
in Elder care.  
 Each day the training 
consisted of expert speakers 
on topics as they relate to Elders 
such as Alzheimer disease, depression and alcohol 
abuse, traumatic brain injury, pain management, 
meditation, tobacco prevention, fall prevention, 
improving patient care, information on the Af-
fordable Care Act, and resources to support Elders 
remaining at home.  Featured trainers included:  
Pauline Rukovishnikoff, Exercise Instructor; 
Marilyn McKay, Alzheimer’s Resource of Alaska; 
Barbara Franks, ANTHC Suicide Prevention Pro-
gram; Dr. Catherine Reimer, Swan Circle Inc.; 
Kay Branch, ANTHC Elder Health Program Coor-
dinator; Mellisa Johnson, ANTHC Elder Outreach 
Coordinator; Susan Cook, 3rd Act Consulting; 
James Spillane, APIA; Shawn Hakala-Shearer, 
APIA; Dr. Gary Ferguson, ANTHC Community 
Health Services Wellness & Prevention; Dr. 
Cherry Russell, Alaska Brain Injury Network;  
Monique Martin, ANTHC Government Relations 
Specialist and Lorena Skonberg, ANTHC Self Gov-
ernance Liason.  At the end of each day, partici-
pants broke out into focus groups to discuss ways 
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to apply the information shared by our presenters 
to benefit their own communities and families.  
Each person was given the opportunity to share 
innovative ideas and personal experiences regard-

ing Elder care.  A variety of par-
ticipants registered including 

providers, elders, family 
members, caregivers, and 
local leaders so a wide 
variety of ideas were in-
corporated into the train-

ing.   
 With the help and 

sponsorship from other local enti-

Continued on Page 4 

By: Renee Kochuten 

	

“Many thanks to our sponsors who 

partially funded and contributed to 

the success of the Elder Caregiver 

Mini Health Summit!”	

KEEPING OUR ELDERS HOME— 
YOU ARE A RESOURCE FOR YOUR ELDERS  



Urban Unangax Culture Camp: 
Urban Unangax Culture Camp 
took place this year June 23 – 29. 
This year's camp was exciting and 
full of many awesome activities 
with 172 participants (including 
camp mentors). During camp 
Mentors helped participants to 
create: 50 Visors; 40 Drums; 60 
Antler carvings; Prepare 15 fish 
for drying; Prepare 10 fish for 
canning; 25 Head-dresses; 22 Attu 
style baskets; 5 kayak carvings; 8 
Dances; 6 songs; and 120 Octopus T-shirts.  
Camp Mentors and youth (11-17) attended the 
Aleut Picnic where those who participated in 
Dance performed 4 dances. Numerous APIA 
staff, volunteers and assistance from parents 
resulted in an awesome camp!  
  
Nikolski Community Visit: I traveled to 
Nikolski July 22 & 23 with Ken, Carolyn, 
Jessica Mata-Rukovishnikoff and Trina. We 
were able to meet with many of the community 
members.  This was a good trip.   
 
St. Paul Community Visit: Traveled to St. 
Paul with Ken, Trina and Tara September 15 – 
18.  We had good meetings with community 
members, Head Start Staff, the School, the 
Clinic and the Tribe. 
 
St. George Community Visit: Ken, Trina and 
I traveled to St. George September 18 – 22.  
We met with community members, the Village 
Public Safety Officer, the Clinic, and the Tribe.  
The community hosted a potluck so we were 
able to visit with many of the community 
members.   This was a very nice gathering and 
visit to St. George. 
 
Mike Zacharof Wins National Award:  Mike 
Zacharof, our APIA Board Member from St. 

Paul and  Health Committee Chair,  
received the "Jake White Crow 
Award” which is the highest award 
bestowed upon an individual for 
commitment to the health of Native 
Americans and Alaska Natives. 
The award was presented as the 
highlight of the national awards 
ceremonial banquet at the National 
Indian Health Board Annual 
Consumer Conference on August 
27th in Traverse City, Michigan.  
The nomination was made by the 
Alaska Native Health Board, in 
collaboration with APIA, to 

recognize Chairman Zacharof for his lifelong, 
selfless work to elevate health care advocacy 
and raising awareness and affecting change on 
behalf of all Alaska Natives and American 
Indians.   This is a well deserved award for 
Chairman Zacharof. 
  
Memory Eternal 
Nick Golodoff, author of Attu Boy, passed on 
February 8. We hosted an Attuan Reunion in 
October 2012.  My brother, Archpriest Paul 
Merculief passed on April 12. Minnie 
Christiansen’s Funeral Service and Repast 
Gathering; and Mary Bourdukofsky’s Funeral 
took place June 6. A great loss to the 
Association and the Unangan People.  We also 
hosted Mary B’s 40 days at the Unangam Ulaa.  
Leonty Ermeloff’s viewing was July 2, he too 
was a great loss to the Nikolski Tribe and the 
Aleut People. 
 
My daughter, Kimberly, passed October 1, 2013 
after a long battle with breast cancer since 2008.  
I want to thank those of you for your kind 
words and condolences.  She is greatly missed.  
God bless. 
  

By Dimitri Philemonof, President/CEO 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
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CLIENT SUCCESS STORY—SHERYL STEPETIN 

 Sheryl Stepetin is from Akutan, AK.  Her mother and brother 
still live in Akutan.  She spent a large portion of her life battling ad-
diction, and is concerned that alcohol addiction is such a huge prob-
lem among Alaskans.  She is a 2009 Graduate from “Wellness 
Court” (Therapeutic Court) and is an active member of their 
“Anchorage Alumni Group”.  She raised four beautiful children for 
four years.  They have recently moved on and she is happy to an-

nounce that they all 
keep in contact.   
 
 She looks for-
ward continuing to 
move towards her 
goals, and has already 
achieved several of 
them.  She recently 
obtaining a business 
license, and is excited 

to be learning what it takes to maintain her own business.  She runs a residential/commercial cleaning 
service called “Extreme Clean”.                                                
    Congratulations on your success, Sheryl! 

“My future is so bright, my goals are in sight 
and my life has been truly blessed.  By the 

Grace of God, I am a Success today.  It wasn’t 
easy – but I stuck it.  If you want to change… 
it has to start right now.  And if you want 
something bad enough push through the 
necessary struggles and come out on the  
other end.  I love the life I lead today.” 

Did you know that APIA has Social Media outlets? We are on Facebook, Twitter, & YouTube!  
“Like” us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/APIAI.  
Follow us on Twitter at www.twitter.com/APIA_AK.  

On YouTube, you can find our channel at www.youtube.com/user/APIAImedia.  
 

We update these sites frequently with information regarding our programs, events happening,  
and other pertinent information.  

Check us out online today! 

APIA SOCIAL MEDIA 



ties in Unalaska, evening activities were organ-
ized and took place at the local senior center 
who donated their space for the events.  On the 
first night of the confer-
ence APIA hosted prize 
bingo.  Next, Health 
Summit participants and 
community members par-
ticipated in traditional 
foods and storytelling, 
sponsored by the 
Qawalangin Tribe.  A 
joint effort between 
APIA and the Russian 
Orthodox Church in host-
ing a community potluck 
was a success on the final 
day of the Health Sum-
mit. 
 As a result of the 
training, elder gatekeepers, caregivers and staff 
walked away with the following facts and op-
portunities to help keep our elders healthy and 
at home: 

Elder exercise activities have been reported 
as the number one prevention of diabe-
tes, dementia, accidental falls and heart 
disease 

Promoting activities and relationships be-
tween elders and youth is essential; 
younger generations want opportunities 
to engage with their elders to be men-
tored and taught about what it means to 
be Aleut 

We all have the responsibility to become 
advocates for our elders; we can do this 
simply by visiting and listening to their 
needs  

It is essential for our communities to ensure 
a strong mental and spiritual health so 
that young generations can be well to 

Continued from page 1 

care for our elders 
Volunteer teams are crucial within each of 

our communities to help keep elders at 
home  

Improving Patient Care 
among Elders is impor-
tant so that they can 
live strong healthy lives 
during older age and 
remain at home 
Re-establishing the 
“Aleut Elder Task 
Force” throughout each 
community can help 
guide and customize 
Elder needs in the re-
gion 
 As a result of 
feedback during the 
Elder Caregiver Health 

Summit, APIA’s Health 
Department will be strategizing ways to help 
communities build volunteer resources and 
health & wellness activities specifically focused 
on Elders.  
 Many thanks to our sponsors who par-
tially funded and contributed to the success of 
the Elder Caregiver Mini Health Summit: I.H.S. 
Administration on Aging (AoA)-Native Ameri-
can Caregiver Support Grant, State Senior Out-
reach Access and Referral grant & The Univer-
sity of Alaska Anchorage Center for Human De-
velopment-Trust Training Cooperative Grant.  
 In addition, many thanks to the 
Qawalangin Tribe for sponsoring traditional 
foods and storytelling night, Unalaska Russian 
Orthodox Church for co-sponsoring the commu-
nity potluck and the Unalaska Senior Center for 
donating their facility to host evening events and 
providing transportation to the elders to attend 
the Health Summit.  Also, thank you to South-
central Foundation and The Aleut Corporation 
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Lillian Ford & Maria Santana, Unalaska Staff 

KEEPING OUR ELDERS HOME— 
YOU ARE A RESOURCE FOR YOUR ELDERS 
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It takes a community to dictate its health as each member is a key component to the ball of wax 
that encourages the positive dimension of the whole. A happy community has friendly and caring indi-
viduals that watch out for each other and assist with guiding the children, for it takes a community to 
respect each other and where they live. The Choose Respect Initiative honors the intrinsic value and dig-
nity of every Alaskan and promotes for ourselves and for others. Over 140 communities have joined the 
effort to end domestic violence, sexual assault, child sexual abuse and elder abuse. Know that the 
Choose Respect Initiative is the heart of community interaction and support as all stand against domestic 
violence, elder abuse, sexual assault and child sexual abuse. The Choose Respect Initiative is a call to 
action from the office of the governor, Sean Parnell to shine the light of hope on unacceptable silence 
and dysfunction that hurt those we know and love. 

On March 23, 2013 a collaborative effort occurred in Sand Point, between the City of Sand 
Point, the local Sand Point Police Department, APIA’s ICWA worker & ETR worker, Eastern Aleutian 
Tribes, The State of Alaska Office Children’s Service Worker, Sand Point Baptist Church and  dedicated 
community volunteers to celebrate the Choose Respect Initiative. A health fair with community respond-
ers, prevention information, food and fun amassed the City gym. Sadly, the prevailing weather showered 
the community with rain; therefore the traditional march through the community didn’t occur. The com-
munity was honored with a visit from Commissioner Joseph Master and his brother Chris Master, for-
mer police officers of the community, trooper Keith Mallarol and Katie Te Pas, from the Governor’s of-
fice.  Together we can end the cycle of violence within our communities. 

By: Lorna Osterback 

I am wishing everyone a HAPPY SUM-
MER.  Granted, we haven’t had much sun here in 
Unalaska, but it is still beautiful and the grass is 
getting green. The salmonberry brushes are also 
getting flowers; which means we will be getting 
salmonberries.  

I would like to take this time to talk about 
the Family Programs’ Services. We have families 
that go through tough times and sometimes the Of-
fice of Children Services (OCS) gets involved and 
children get taken away from their parent(s) due to 
issues of neglect, substance abuse, or domestic vio-
lence.   
  Parent(s) should accept help from OCS 
when their children are taken into custody so they 
have the opportunity to stay in their home.  Parent
(s) are offered help to work on substance abuse 

issues through counseling, parenting classes, 
weekly UA’s, and through treatment at a substance 
abuse treatment center.   Parent(s) should do this 
for their children instead of having them living in a 
relative placement or a foster home.   
  Our children are our future.  They will be 
the next generation to be running this country.  If a 
parent(s) can’t raise a child, they should consider 
adoption or guardianship so their child can have a 
good life to grow up. We, as parents, are responsi-
ble for these children.   
  Teach children respect, and to show respect 
to our elders and one another. If we show respect, 
in turn respect will be given.  Teach them that it is 
the right thing to help one another without asking 
for anything in return.   

By: Kathy Dirks 

FAMILY PROGRAMS UPDATE—SAND POINT 

FAMILY PROGRAMS UPDATE—UNALASKA 
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TRIBAL CHILD SUPPORT PROGRAM (TCSP) 



 On Thursday, April 18th, the Anchorage Health 
Department celebrated its Community Health Aides as 
well as bidding Farewell and Good Luck to Dr. 
Mathew Williams.  The Community Health Aides that 
were in Anchorage for the Annual CHAP Forum at-
tended the luncheon in person.   From left to Right, 
Lottie Roll, CHP, June Shabolin, CHA II, Doris 
Kompkoff, CHP and Carolyn Crowder pose with their 
application bags.  Pictured alone is Dr. Williams ex-
claiming “Best Gift Ever”!.  He was presented with an 
Aleut or Unangan style quspak made by our very own 
Laverna Johnston, HD Executive Assistant. 
We feel it’s always important to appreciate our com-

munity health aides for the works they perform in our communities.  Not only do they provide the most 
excellent continuity of care but they are also they are also heavily depended on by Doctors when treat-
ing patients.  If a Community Health Aide says their patient is sick, everyone, including the ANMC 
Emergency Room heeds their advice.  They are always on call to their communities 24/7 even if they 
aren’t officially.  Please HUG a health aide! 
 Dr. Williams has already moved to New York, New York where he will be attending Purdue 
University to become an Oral Surgeon.  We are very grateful for his services and wish him luck in his 
endeavors.  Dr. Williams hopes to make it back to Alaska where he can perform oral surgery and con-
tinue serving the Alaska native population.  

By: Health Department 

CHAP & DR. WILLIAMS APPRECIATION LUNCHEON 
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Dr. Matt Williams showing his Aleut style quspak Health Department Staff 



ELDER PROGRAM UPDATE 

Greetings!  Summer has hit in full force, and 
everyone is anxiously getting ready for fishing; 
we have been busy looking into different ways 
of keeping our food box program a success. As 
many of you noticed your food boxes are com-
ing from your local grocery stores, we have had 
many compliments and our elders are enjoying 
the commodities provided. Currently we are 
serving 193 Elders within the APIA region.  
Our monthly Elders potlucks are held the 3rd 
Friday of each month, we usu-
ally have 50-60 Elders in atten-
dance. Post card invitations are 
mailed prior to the event; we 
also have an Elders book ex-
change. If you are interested in 
joining the book exchange, or 
would like to get on the Elder 
mail out list, please contact us.  
I’ve recently had the opportu-
nity to travel to Unalaska for 
the Elders Summit, and St. 
George & St. Paul for their an-
nual “Spring Fling Health 
Fair”. In collaboration with the 
St. George School, and the local CWA Anna 
Galanin; the students made wind chimes and 
bird houses, as well as pickled salmon for the 
elders in St. George. The Health Fair had many 
booths, from, blood pressure checks, diabetes, 
tobacco prevention and traditional foods.  There 
was even a face painting booth.  After spending 
a few days in St. George, the weather cooper-
ated and the flight allowed me to travel to St. 
Paul just in time for their Annual Wellness 
Gathering. The 3 day event was wonderful, and 
there was nothing but positive feedback on the 
topics discussed. It was a pleasure to watch 
both Aleut dance groups perform, and the kayak 
launching ceremony was beyond beautiful. Af-
ter the 3 day event, I wasn’t ready to return 
home yet; the St. Paul “Spring Fling” Health 
Fair was a success, working together with, 

By: Desiree Lekanof 
Heidi Merculief, Aubrey Wegeleben, Adrienne 
Gregory, Ashley Withrow, Rene Kochtin, 
Katianna Candyfire, Olga Krukoff, Grace Mer-
culief & Richard Eaton at total of 10 tables 
were out for display, tobacco, diabetes, domes-
tic violence, men’s health, women’s health, 
healthy living, face painting, traditional foods, 
cancer awareness & WIC, the turnout was 
great, an abundant of information shared.  
While visiting Unalaska for the recent Mini 
Elders Summit held at The Grand Aleutian; 

each morning we were 
“Getting Fit the Gentle way” 
with Pauline Rukovishnikoff 
of St. Paul Island, she is defi-
nitely our motivator. Informa-
tion shared during the summit 
focused on Dementia, suicide 
prevention, tobacco & alcohol 
prevention, working together 
to keep our Elders home, im-
proving patient care, living 
well and preventing falls. The 
focus groups were very in-
volved and approached with a 
team effort.  

It is always a pleasure to travel, and visit the 
communities in the APIA region, thank you 
very much for your gracious hospitality; I look 
forward to visiting again soon.     

 
On April 25 and 26th, 
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Sergius Krukoff, Unalaska Elder 

KNOW YOUR NUMBERS! 
Knowing your biometric numbers can give you a clear 
picture of your overall health. Here are four you should 
know: 
‐BLOOD PRESSURE – normal is less than 120/80 
‐TOTAL CHOLESTEROL – normal is less than 200 
‐BODY MASS INDEX – normal for adults is 18.5‐24.9 
‐BLOOD SUGAR – normal is between 70 and 99 
 

See your health care team to get your numbers and to 

develop a plan for maintaining your health today! 
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representatives from the APIA 
Health Department and the 
Qawalangin Tribe met in 
Washington, DC, with our 
Senators Begich and 
Murkowski and Congressman 
Young to request consideration 
of a recent APIA proposal to 
amend the 1988 law entitled 
“Aleutian and Pribilof Islands 
Restitution Act,” Public Law 
100-383 (“the Restitution 
Act”).  This Act is comprised 
of several elements, with spe-
cific creation of a broad fiduci-
ary relationship between the 
federal government and the Aleut people, with 
authorized appropriations aimed at partial re-
dress of community and individual losses, 
among other elements.  This original law was 
amended later to address restoration of 
churches in the Aleutians but did not identify 
restoration of medical facilities.  APIA’s pro-
posed amendment to the Restitution Act spe-
cifically addresses restoring the hospital in 
Unalaska and the health clinic in Atka, both of 
which were destroyed in separate wartime 
events during June of 1942. 

In the long history of these United 
States, only one health facility focused on 
healthcare for Alaskan Natives has been de-
stroyed by a foreign nation, leaving a commu-
nity without adequate access to local health-
care: The June 4, 1942 Japanese destruction 
of the 24 bed hospital in Unalaska, Alaska, 
then operated by the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
(BIA).  Ten days later, on June 14, 1942, and 
350 miles to the east, the residents of Atka 
Island were forcibly evacuated from the island 
and the United States Navy burned the island 
to the ground, including its health clinic, to 
prevent its use by the Japanese.  These were 
traumatic times for our Aleut people, all of 

Continued on page 10... 

whom were forced into intern-
ment from 1942-1945. 
The trip to Washington also 
included a meeting with the 
State Department to facilitate 
a future meeting with the 
Japanese Embassy as part of 
the financing discussion. In 
addition, APIA Health Direc-
tor Carolyn Crowder also tes-
tified before House Appro-
priations Subcommittee on 
Interior, Environment, and 
Related Agencies and in her 
statement noted that it was 
high time for the U.S. Gov-

ernment to replace these facilities.  Taking this 
action would begin to close a circle of healing 
for these communities, connecting  unprece-
dented historic losses to a future in Unalaska 
and Atka of health, cultural, economic, and so-
cial renewal made possible through funding 
health facility construction and filling local 
needs for inpatient hospital care and sufficient 
island clinic capacity.  The Aleutian Pribilof 
Islands Association (APIA) requested that the 
Congress, including the Alaska delegation work 
with APIA to develop legislation that amends 
the existing authorization for restitution for 
Aleut wartime losses, and right these historic 
wrongs. A later meeting was held during the 
May National Tribal Self Governance Annual 
Conference with Indian Health Services Direc-
tor Dr. Yvette Roubideaux and her staff to se-
cure their support of the proposed amendment 
and future facility staffing funding. 
 
 Under the strong leadership of Dimitri 
Philemonof, APIA President & CEO, and 
through collaboration with both the Qawalangin 
Tribal Council and the Atka IRA Council, 
 APIA has been successful in securing 

By: APIA Health Department 

BIA Hospital in Unalaska Destroyed June 4, 1942 
during WWII Invasion of the Aleutians 

APIA & ALEUTIAN TRIBES JOIN TOGETHER TO REBUILD HEALTH FACILITIES 
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Continued from page 9 

the support of our Congressional delegation to work with 
APIA to pull together a financial package to rebuild these 
facilities which will rely on multiple public and private 
funding sources to accomplish.  APIA and the Tribes are 
seeking wide-spread support for our efforts, especially in 
light of fiscal constraints facing our nation today.  President 
Philemonof is optimist that our efforts will be successful 
and that the great traction has been made to make these new 
facilities a reality for the near future. 

APIA Delegation meets with Dr. Roubideaux to address 
Health Facility Replacement. 

L-R: Attorney Geoff Strommer, Board Health Committee 
Chair Mike Zacharof, Alena Syverson, Dr. Roubideaux, 

Carolyn Crowder, Jessica Mata Rukovishnikoff, & Tarrissa 
Christiansen 

 Gone are the days when mental ill-
ness and destructive substance abuse and 
dependence were the only issues we ad-
dressed.  
 
 Today’s Behavioral Health Services 
are readily-available, easily-accessible, and 
highly confidential. We are here to em-
power and guide individuals and families 
through significant changes and adjust-
ments in their everyday lives. Changes and 
adjustments come in many forms--adding 
to one’s family through birth or adoption, 
or losing a family member; a family member leaving home for extended periods of time for military ser-
vice, jail or prison term, or psychiatric/medical treatment; adapting to an empty nest or to the role of an 
elderly parent’s caregiver.  
APIA BH Services is bringing a number of specialized services to your community—services for Veter-
ans and their families; elder support services; psychological testing for school and medical needs; mar-
riage and family therapy; use of art, sand and play techniques in child therapy; psychiatric emergency 

By: Adrienne Gregory

APIA & ALEUTIAN TRIBES JOIN TOGETHER TO REBUILD HEALTH FACILITIES 

Continued on page 13... 

THE FACE OF APIA’S BEHAVIORAL HEALTH IS CHANGING! 
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and crisis intervention services; and more intensive substance use treatment specific to men, women, 
adolescents, and trauma. Whether you’re facing an issue that threatens your independence and auton-
omy, or a barrier to effective family, social, or vocational functioning, APIA’s Behavioral Health Ser-
vices can help you. Our primary offices are located in St. Paul Island and Unalaska. For more informa-
tion on how you can start enjoying life and living healthy, contact Aubrey Wegeleben at 907-546-8300 
or Suzanne Christenson at 907-581-2751. You’ll be pleasantly surprised to experience service provid-
ers, who don’t look at what’s wrong, but rather, what’s right! 

Continued from page 10 

THE FACE OF APIA’S BEHAVIORAL HEALTH IS CHANGING! 
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Live	with	and	respect	the	land,	sea,	and	all	nature.	
 
 

Tana}nangin, I}ayuusalix, an}a}iimchin a}na{txichin. 
(Qagaadan Tunuu  -  Eastern Dialect) 

 
 

Tana{, Ala}u{ ama slum imuunuu huzuu ana}im ana}in}is sahnga{tada. 
(Nii}u}um Tunuu - Atka Dialect) 

 

 
These rules for living from the tradition of the people of the Aleutian and Pribilof Islands are presented to you by the Unan-

gam Elders’ Academy through the Association of Unangan/Unangas Educators and APIA. Thank you to the volunteers 
and our Unangam Ludaa}ingin (Aleut Elders) who provided input for these cultural values. 

Simple Instructions From Our Elders: 

THE RIGHT WAY TO LIVE AS AN UNANGA{ 
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Julianna & Benedict  
St. Paul Health Center’s Office Coordinator/Patient 

Registrant, Julianna “Jules” (Pletnikoff) and Benedict 

Bourdukofsky, were married in St. Paul Island, AK on 

Sunday, September 22, 2013. We wish them a lifetime 

of love & happiness! 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE NEWLYWEDS 



URBAN UNANGAX/ALEUT CULTURE CAMP 2013 
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The 6th Urban Unangax^ Culture Camp, held June 23 -29, was an exciting and action-packed event!  172 chil-
dren, youth and adults gathered at APIA’s Anchorage central headquarters to join in on the numerous cultural 
activities available this year.  
 
During the week, camp mentors worked from morning until night to impart a variety of cultural traditions. 
Thank you camp mentors, volunteers, parents and donors for making the 2013 Urban Unangax^ Culture Camp 
another fantastic event!  
 

 
 
Some of the accomplishments this year include: 
~50 Visors  ~ 40 Drums    ~60 Antler carvings  
~ Dried 15 salmon ~Canned 4 cases of salmon  ~25 Head-dresses 
~30 Attu style baskets ~5 Kayak carvings   ~8 Dances   
~6 songs in Unangam Tunuu ~Plucked and prepared 10 ducks ~120 Octopus T-shirts 
 
On June 25, camp mentors and participants attended the Aleut Picnic where the camp dancers performed for the 
huge crowd. A fundraiser held on the last day of camp brought in $1,700!  The potluck also occurred on the last 
day where about 200 people gathered for lots of good food and cheer. 
 
A great deal of time and resources are involved in preparing and implementing the camp. APIA staff and de-
partment managers, dedicated volunteers, and enthusiastic parents make camp possible.  Thank you all for your 
support! 
 
APIA also holds the “Capture the Culture” Gala, a silent and live auction, during the month of March to raise 
funds to benefit Cultural Heritage programs, including the Urban Unangax^ Culture Camp. Please consider do-
nating items for our silent or live auctions or help us to find corporate sponsors for our March event.  
 
The culture camp, free to participants and open to everyone, is made possible by funding and donations from 
businesses, organizations and individuals throughout Alaska. It is with sincere gratitude that APIA’s Board of 
Directors, Dimitri Philemonof, President/CEO and Millie McKeown, Cultural Heritage Director, thank all of 
the contributors for their generous and on-going support.  

~Alice Petrivelli - Traditional Foods and History 
~Iliodor Philemonof - Language, History 
~Edna Floyd - Language, Dance and Drums 
~O. Patricia Lekanoff-Gregory - Bentwood Visors 
~Sharon P. Kay - Basket Weaving 
~Claude Kuzakin - Traditional Foods 
~Maria Lydia Vincler - Drum making 
~Teresa Smith - Antler Carving and Drums 
~Millie McKeown - Language Assistant, Camp Director 
~Jolene Petticrew - Beaded Head-dresses 
~Ann Nevzoroff - Dance 
~Liza Mack - Traditional Foods/Camp Coordinator 
~Martha G. Murray - Genealogy 

~Delores Gregory - NYO and Visor Assistant 
~Leilani Hamik - Children’s Activities Lead 
~Cara Bethe - Traditional Foods 
~Andrew Abyo - Kayak Carving 
~Molly Kudrin - Camp Cook 
~Kathleen Golodoff-McVey – Volunteer Cook 
~Donna Beller – Volunteer, created Camp ~Octopus T-shirts 
~Anna C. Lestenkof – Volunteer, traditional foods 
~Kathleen Hupe – Volunteer, children 10 and under 
~Eric Oppegard – Volunteer, odds and ends 
~Katherine Merculief – Volunteer, visors 
~Elizabeth Hancock – Volunteer, visors & children 

~Alice Petrivelli - Traditional Foods and History 
~Iliodor Philemonof - Language, History 
~Edna Floyd - Language, Dance and Drums 
~O. Patricia Lekanoff-Gregory - Bentwood Visors 
~Sharon P. Kay - Basket Weaving 
~Claude Kuzakin - Traditional Foods 
~Maria Lydia Vincler - Drum making 
~Teresa Smith - Antler Carving and Drums 
~Millie McKeown - Language Assistant, Camp Director 
~Jolene Petticrew - Beaded Head-dresses 
~Ann Nevzoroff - Dance 
~Liza Mack - Traditional Foods/Camp Coordinator 
~Martha G. Murray - Genealogy 

~Delores Gregory - NYO and Visor Assistant 
~Leilani Hamik - Children’s Activities Lead 
~Cara Bethe - Traditional Foods 
~Andrew Abyo - Kayak Carving 
~Molly Kudrin - Camp Cook 
~Kathleen Golodoff-McVey – Volunteer Cook 
~Donna Beller – Volunteer, created Camp ~Octopus T-shirts 
~Anna C. Lestenkof – Volunteer, traditional foods 
~Kathleen Hupe – Volunteer, children 10 and under 
~Eric Oppegard – Volunteer, odds and ends 
~Katherine Merculief – Volunteer, visors 
~Elizabeth Hancock – Volunteer, visors & children 



AANG AN^AN^IS/AANG AN^A^INGIN                SUMMER/FALL 2013                                                                     



 *  Please note: prices on items available at APIA do not include   Shipping/ Handling fees. Please contact us for prices. 
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AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE AT APIA 

A Sure Foundation  
Aleut Churches in WWII 

By Barbara Sweetland Smith 
with  

Patricia J. Petrivelli 
$12.95 

Aleut Evacuation  
The Untold War Story - 

 DVD, full screen format, 59 min.   
$19.95 

Aleut Art   
by Lydia T. Black 

(Hardbound)  
$49.95 

    The Relocation and Internment 
of  the Aleuts During World War II  

CD $49.95 
This CD includes a narrative description of 
the involuntary relocation and internment of 
the Aleut people during World War II, to-
gether with these nine volumes of support-
ing documentation, summary, and memoran-
dum of law. A must have for researchers and 
for anyone interested  in Aleut history. 

PACKAGE DEAL: Aleut Evacuation 
DVD and The Relocation and Internment 
of  the Aleuts During World Ward II, CD.  

$59.95. 



Email:  

City:  State:  Zip Code:  

Phone:  

Donation_Form-Revised 10/13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name and Description of Item(s):  This information helps us to appropriately present and exhibit your donation to our 
guests attending the Gala Auction. Your name and/or business information (i.e, business name, location and phone number) 
will also be included with the a description of your donated item, unless you request to remain anonymous.   

 

 

Business/Individual Name:  

Your donation may be tax deductible. Tax ID# 92-0073013 

Donate an Item for our Gala Auction 

March 15, 2014 
The Capture the Culture annual Gala fundraiser benefits our cultural programs  

through a silent and live auction that includes a wide variety of items.      
Donations for our Silent and Live Auctions help our event to be a success. 

  Please consider donating an item, such as art, electronics. merchandise, goods and services, 
jewelry,  or just about anything to help in our fundraising efforts.   

No item is too big or too small!  Thank you. 

You may also complete a donation form online at: https://apiai.ejoinme.org/itemdonation 

Aleutian Pribilof Islands Association, Inc.  
1131 E. International Airport Road, Anchorage, AK 99518  ~  907.276.2700  ~  www.apiai.org 
a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization serving the Unanga{ people since 1974 

Thank  

You 

For 

Your 

Would you like to remain anonymous?:                Yes               No 

If you choose yes, we will not use your name or and/or business info. If you choose No, we will use your name 
and/or business information in media and publications. 

Expected delivery date of item(s) donated:    

Would you like us to pick up your donation? (if applicable):           Yes            No, I will deliver it.                  

Signature:         Date: 

Business Contact:  

Address:  

https://apiai.ejoinme.org/donate�


Mark Snigaroff, Chair—Atka IRA Council  

Christopher Merculief, Vice Chair—St. George Traditional Council 

Mike Zacharof, Sgt. At Arms—Tribal Government of St. Paul Island 

Denise Rankin, Secretary/Treasurer—Qawalangin Tribe of Unalaska 

Zenia Borenin, Director—Akutan Tribal Council  

Arnold Dushkin, Director—Nikolski IRA Council 

Etta Kuzakin, Director—Agdaagux Tribe of King Cove 

Leona Nelson, Director—Nelson Lagoon Tribal Council  

David Osterback, Director—Qagan Tayagungin Tribe of Sand Point 

Bruce Foster, Director—Unga Tribal Council 

Tanna Lewis, Director—Belkofski Village Council 

Ruth Hoblet, Director—False Pass Tribal Council 

Arlene Gundersen, Director—Pauloff Harbor Tribe 

OUR MISSION: 

~  To promote self-sufficiency and independence of the Unangan/Unanagas1 by advocacy,    
training, technical assistance, and economic enhancement; 

~  To assist in meeting health, safety, and well-being of each Unanga{2 community; 

~  To promote, strengthen, and ensure the unity of the Unangan/Unangas; and 

~  To strengthen and preserve the Unanga{ cultural heritage. 
 
1Unangan [Eastern dialect], Unangas [Atka Dialect] - Aleuts, plural form;  2Unanga{ - Aleut, singular form  

ALEUTIAN PRIBILOF ISLANDS ASSOCIATION’S 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
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